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OUR SERVANTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

OISADVANTAOES UNDER WHICH DOMESTIC 
SERVANTS BEGIN LIFB^ AND THE TRUE 
STANDARD OF DUTY. 

It is hoped} that you have not been led to 
entertain the false and pernicious notion^ that 
it is necessarily mean or degrading to serve. 
True respectability does not consist nearly so 
much in condition as in character. Who, gene- 
rally^ is more highly respected or prized, than 
an honest, truthful, industrious domestic ser- 
vant? Equality of condition there never will 
be in this world ; for it Is alike contrary to the 
nature of things, and to the appointment of God. 
Civil, religious, and domestic distinctions have 
ever existed among men ; and Christianity has 
by no means abolished them, but most fuUy 
recognises them, while it clearly prescribes and 
powerfully enforces the duties which belong to 
each. In the state, subjects are exhorted to 
submit themselves to Kings and Rulers ; in the 
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church, disciples are enjoined to ''obey them 
that have the rule over them, and to submit 
themselves ;" and, in the famib/f children are 
commanded to obey their parents^ and servants 
their masters. 

Addressing myself immediately to domestic 
servants, I can assure you, my design in the fol- 
lowing pages is, in the spirit of Christian kind- 
ness, simply to promote your best interests. I 
write only for this. I feel deeply interested in 
your wel&re ; and hope you will patiently read, 
and seriously consider, the observations I may 
offer. I am free to acknowledge that I do not 
think your calling is without difficulty. You 
will have care, annoyance, and trouble ; and will 
doubtless meet with many things trying to your 
temper and your patience. Nor do I expect that 
you will ever meet with any situation free from 
these : you are greatly mistaken if you imagine 
that you will. Some of your trials may be pecu- 
liar to servants ; but you are grievously in error, 
if you suppose that those whom you serve have 
not their share of evils to endure, equally burden- 
some with those you suffer from, and probably 
far more distressing. A servant has the trials of 
a servant ; and a master and mistress have those 
which are peculiar to their station. 

But in those cases in which servants take up 
short-sighted and mistaken views, I plead for 
some indulgence. It is the misfortune of many 
domestics not to have been at all prepared for 
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their way in life by a judicious and religious 
training. Home indulgence may have made it 
very difficult to submit to authority, and to prac- 
tise that self-denial which is inseparable from 
servitude. Certain restraints, which are justly 
imposed, (and probably quite as much for the 
servant's advantage as for that of the employer,) 
and little unavoidable inconveniences, which, 
occasionally, are very irksome, would never have 
been felt if there had been a better kind of 
previous training. The mother knew the yoke 
which it was evident her daughter would have to 
wear ; and, if she had accustomed her child to it in 
early life, how easily and lightly would it have 
sat upon her ! Where this has been omitted, no 
wonder that service has been found more burden- 
some than was expected : but in such cases, let 
not the fault be charged upon the condition, or 
the particular situation ; since it arises from pre- 
vious neglect, and consequent want of fitness. 

Many enter upon semce without ever having 
been instructed in the duties of their station. 
They leil home for the simple reason that their 
parents could no longer support them, and that 
a necessity was laid upon them to secure a live- 
lihood for themselves. Food and raiment they 
wanted ; and they viewed these as the only objects 
and ends of service. To desire an honest mainte- 
nance, and to use suitable endeavours, are worthy 
of all. The Scripture says that he that will not 
work shall not eat. It is wicked to be idle. But 
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there are those who care not by what means they 
are fed^ so long as they can eat the bread of idle- 
ness. There are children who will remain at 
home, in comparative indolence, living on the 
frait of the toils of their parents, preferring the 
licence of a lawless home to the rule and order 
of a well-regulated house, where they would be 
required to work for their support. A grateful 
and affectionate child will shrink from the 
thought of wringing the last penny from aged 
and needy parents, and would rather toil un- 
ceasingly to obtain the means, not only of self- 
support, but of ministering to their comfort, in 
die time of their sickness and decline. I honour 
such for their independence, industry, filial rever- 
ence, and gratitude. The matter of wages is not 
a thing about which servants should be indif- 
ferent. Industry ought to be rewarded. " The 
labourer is worthy of his hire." But there are 
other considerations besides that of mere remu- 
neration. The question is not only what you 
will get for your service, but how that service is 
to be rendered. Christianity teaches us> that in 
serving each other we are to serve God. Both 
masters and servants are divinely taught, and 
they are to learn their mutual duties from the 
word of God. Happy is that child who, before 
engaging in tliis work, has been taught out of 
the Bible, and who has been schooled in the 
lessons of that blessed Book. 

It is an imjtortant day, an era in the Ufe of a 
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child when she leaves the paternal roof, to launch 
forth on life's rough sea. It would be well if it 
were always marked with becoming seriousness. 
It would be a fitting act, if every mother, on such 
an occasion, were to call her daughter to her, and, 
while holding in her hand a copy of the word of 
God, were to address her in some such language as 
the following : — '< My dear child, this is an event- 
ful day to you. You are about to leave your 
humble home, where your parents and yourself 
have received many blessings from above, for 
which it becomes us to be thankiul. You are 
now to enter, young and inexperienced, on a new 
and untried situation in life. You are very igno- 
rant, and will have much to learn. You must 
expect trials, crosses, and disappointments. You 
may not always meet with the same kindness and 
consideration for your tender years, either from 
your mistress or your fellow-servants, as a mo- 
ther would give. But this you must not expect ; 
for none but a mother feels a mother's love. Yet 
you must not be discouraged. If you are kind 
and attentive to others, you will not be neglected. 
You wiU remember that the current of life has 
not always flowed smoothly at home. Do not 
endeavour to find out how many things you may 
possibly be dissatisfied with, but what real ad- 
vantages you may find in your new situation. 
Above all, read this book. Do not let it lie in 
the bottom of your box, neglected and unused. 
Have it on your table ; and, as you have oppor- 
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tunity, look into it, and prayerfully seek Divine 
help to guide you to its meaning. This will teach 
you in what spirit your service ought to he ren- 
dered. Hear what St. Paul says in his Epistle to 
the Ephesians: (chap. vi. 6 — 8:) — 'Servants, 
he ohedient to them that are your masters accor- 
ding to the flesh, with fear and tremhling, in sin- 
gleness of your heart, as unto Christ ; not with 
eye-service, as men-pleasers ; hut as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart ; 
with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men : knowing that whatsoever good thing 
any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he he hond or free.' A very 
similar direction occurs in the Epistle to the Co- 
lossians. (Chap. iii. 22 — 25.) And if your master 
he a Christian, you are not on that account to 
deem him less worthy of your esteem and respect; 
nor because he worships with you in the same 
sanctuary, is a member of the same church, and 
receives at the same table the memorials of the 
one common Saviour's death. This doctrine St. 
Paul teaches in his First Epistle to Timothy: 
(chap. vi. 1, 2 :) — ' Let as many servants as are 
under the yoke count their own masters worthy 
of all honour, that the name of God and His 
doctrine be not blasphemed. And they that have 
believing masters, let them not despise them, be- 
cause they are brethren; but rather do them 
service, because they are faithful and beloved, 
partakers of the benefit. These things teach and 



OUR SBRYAMTS. 13 

exhort.' To the same effect St. Paul writes in 
his Epistle to Titus : (chap. ii. 0, 10 :) — ^ Exhort 
servants to he obedient unto their own masters, 
and to please them well in all things ; not answer- 
ing again ; not purloining, but showing all good 
fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things.' You hear, my 
dear girl, what the word of the Lord says to 
servants, and how clearly it teaches you to be, in 
your behaviour, respectful, obedient, industrious, 
and honest ; seeking not only your own good, but 
that of those you serve ; and not only their plea- 
sure, but the pleasure of God. You may meet 
with those who will teach you that it will add 
to your importance if you are pert, disobedient, 
and insolently answer again; but you must 
shun such counsel, and in preference follow the 
word of God. And let me assure my child, if 
she takes her views of duty from the Bible, she 
is certain to succeed ; she will secure the favour 
and good opinion of her employers ; and it will 
always be a pleasure to her parents to entertain a 
child who comes to visit them adorned with the 
beauties of a good and virtuous character. And, 
in addition to the blessing of your parents, you 
will secure what is far better, and without which 
you will never be prosperous and happy, the 
blessing of God" 

Well would it be for servants if, on leaving 
home, they always received from their parents 
such advice, and were directed to the Scriptures 
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as their Divine and infallible guide. How many 
evils would they avoid I how much more comfort- 
able would they be in their situations! while 
they would also win the respect and confidence of 
those they served. But few go out thus furnished. 
They are often, on the contrary, told by short- 
sighted parents^ that if they do not like the place, 
they had better leave; that if they are not 
comfortable, they may return home. And thus a 
young girl is set upon looking out for dislikes and 
discomforts ; perhaps is induced to give notice to 
leave; and commences a life of wandering and of 
change, which, both to herself and others, is pre- 
eminently unhappy. 

It is impossible for the writer to tell the cir- 
cumstances under which the reader left her pa- 
rental roof, and entered upon life's busy scenes. 
She may have happily enjoyed the careful, pru- 
dent, and pious preparation of a judicious, expe- 
rienced, and conscientious mother. She may 
have gone forth into the world with a mind well 
stored with just maxims and sound advices, and 
with a vivid recollection of an example of perse- 
vering and imcomplaining industry. She may 
have been early inured to toil, and brought up 
with the expectation that she must live by her 
labour. She may have been taught to take her 
views of her duty and interest, not from the vain 
and erring opinions of the selfish and worldly 
around her, but from the examples, precepts, and 
promises of the Bible. There she may have 
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learnt that He who is Lord of all, was not only, 
when on earth, the servant of God, but also of 
men, and that it is sinful to murmur at our 
providential lot. If this has been the case with 
the reader, we would remind her that her re- 
sponsibility is equal to her privilege. Let her 
not fail to profit by her former advantages, and 
let that profiting appear unto all. 

But if it has been otherwise with the reader, if 
she has suffered from neglect, not having been 
favoured with judicious counsel and advice, let 
her remember that it is never too late to learn, 
and the sooner she sets herself to acquire a know- 
ledge of the duties of her station, the better it will 
be for her. She may find that she has much to 
unlearn, while she is below the requirements of 
her station : but let her not be discouraged ; for 
a humble, earnest and persevering effort will 
achieve mucA, — yea, by God's blessing, every- 
thing. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE SERYANT'S TREASURE. 

"The servant's treasure" is the subject to which 
I will now direct your attention. I wish to inform 
you of its nature, and the way in wluch it is to 
be acquired. Probably when the title of the 
chapter caught your eye, your thought was at 
once of money and the readiest mode of securing 
it. I wish you to save of that what you can. Do 
not indulge in useless expenses, which serve only 
to gratify your vanity and pride. The draper's 
shop- window, tastefully and enticingly set out, is 
almost an irresistible temptation to many servants. 
Its fashions and finery bewitch them. Their 
wages are scarcely earned, ere they are spent. 
Such persons will not often visit a savings'-bank. 
They will not have much in reserve for a time of 
sickness or peculiar need. They cannot help a 
parent in age or want. All is expended upon 
themselves. But there are servants who contrive 
to lay aside, while in service, an amount of 
savings that is very useful to them in after-life. 
And these generally manage to dress as neatly, 
and to keep as good a stock of clothes, as those 
who are continually spending their last shilling 
on a bunch of artificial flowers, or a showy new 
ribbon. 
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Thu, however^ is not the treasure I now refer 
to. I have my eye upon that which is within 
the reach of e^ery domestic : I mean the treasure 
of A GOOD OH ARAOTBB. It would be wcU if all 
servants were alive to the worth and importance 
of this. It is of very great value to every one of 
you. And I would have you to aim high. Do 
not be satisfied with a reputation which is just 
sufficient to pass you on from one situation to 
another. Many of your class have no anxiety 
beyond this. So long as it cannot be said of them 
that they are positively dishonest, untruthful, and 
altogether unworthy of being admitted into a 
respectable &mi]y, they are content. I hope my 
readers have fixed before them a much higher 
standard of character. This question is of vital 
importance both to your employers and your- 
selves. A servant who violates the laws of truth, 
uprightness, and purity, is not only an enemy to 
her own peace, but also an active element of cor- 
ruption in the family in which she resides, a 
blight upon domestic happiness, and an ofience 
in the sight of God. You should endeavour so to 
act, in every respect, that your employer shall be 
constrained to speak well of you, not merely as a 
favour, but as a duty. And if you are already so 
happy as not only to be counted clever in your 
station, but also to have gained the confidence of 
your master and mistress, never betray it. How- 
ever great the temptation, resist it, and by this 
means your treasure will be enriched, and your 

Bd 
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services daily increase in value. If, in any in- 
stance, the confidence placed in a servant is 
abused, mischief will follow, and especially in the 
case of a nubsbma id. She exercises daily a moral 
influence, either for good or evil, over the children 
under her care. She is heard and observed by 
the ready ear and eye of those who hear all that 
is spoken, and see all that is done, in their pre- 
sence, whether intended for them or not. An 
impure thought may be suggested, a sinful prin- 
ciple imbibed, or a pernicious habit formed, 
which may work to the future injury, and per- 
haps ruin, of her charge. If children are to love 
and practise truth, they must not be taught to 
deceive ; and if their minds are to be pure, and 
their conversation chaste, amorous tales and im- 
modest behaviour must be carefully avoided. A 
polluted nursery is a fearful calamity to a family. 
And what must be the feelings of a mother, when 
she discovers that her children's minds have been 
secretly corrupted, and her confidence abused? 
None but a mother can know how great the 
anguish of her heart, or the bitterness of her 
grief, while she mourns over the infused and 
fostered evil, which now begins to display itself. 
And if in any other department of service there 
be unfaithfulness, the sin will be followed with its 
necessary consequences. If masters, therefore, 
have a proper regard for their own interests, and 
those of their families, they will be careful on the 
subject of character, ever regarding this as an 
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essential qualification in those whom they take 
into their service. The purity, peace, and weK 
fare of every family are by this vitally affected. 
David, of old, felt its importance, when he said, 
** He that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight." 
This question also deeply affects your oum re- 
spectability and comfort. Poor, miserably poor, 
is that servant who has never gained the treasure 
of a good character, or has outlived it. With 
what confusion is she covered when she is dis* 
covered to have been indulging in deception, 
falsehood, and the like I She may probably es- 
cape the punishment of the law ; but what is her 
condition? I will suppose that she is suddenly 
dismissed f^om her place, perhaps without wages, 
and certainly without character. She returns to 
her parents' dwelling, where her unexpected 
arrival not only creates surprise in her father's 
house, but excites inquiry in the whole neigh- 
bourhood. All are eager to know why she has 
left her situation. To prevent disgrace, she pro- 
bably lies to conceal her fault, and, as the easiest 
method of escape from her present difficulty, 
brings an evil report on the injured family in 
which she has been living. She thus adds to her 
first fault falsehood, and an unfounded calumny. 
But this is only a temporary expedient. The 
real state of the case soon becomes known. Or, in 
consequence of the remorse from which her weary 
mind has since suffered, she confesses her lie, and 
proclaims her folly and her sin to all around. 
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Her reputation is gone, her treasure is lost, and 
mth it, perhaps, her bread. 

Or, a servant leaving a situation under such 
circumstances, probably does not dare to return to 
her paternal home. She has the image before 
her of the integrity and uprightness of her 
parents, and calls to recollection the cautions, 
advices, and warnings they used to give her. 
How can she meet them, and encounter their 
reproof and grief? They may be poor, but they 
have ever rejoiced in a stainless reputation, and 
they had hoped the same for their children. But 
the family is now dishonoured by the conduct of 
an unworthy child. What does she do in this case ? 
She seeks out a lodging, which strangely contrasts 
with the cleanliness and comfort of the house she 
has left, and there takes up her miserable abode. 
The society with which she now mingles is not 
likely to improve her morals. On the contrary, 
they rapidly deteriorate; for temptations are 
multiplied, and those restraints removed which 
had hitherto operated beneficially. She cannot 
long support herself in idleness. Her resources 
are soon exhausted. When this is the case, 
having lost all self-respect, and being obliged to 
do something for a livelihood, she plunges into 
vice, and from it is never recovered. Uncared 
for, and unpitied, she dies, and is buried, without 
a mourner to follow her to the tomb. And how 
is it that she has come to such an end? She cared 
not for character: she first trifled with it, then 



OUR SERVANTS. 21 

sacrificed it ; and having lost her respectability, 
she lost the means of obtaining an honest and 
honourable living. 

And do not suppose that this is an imaginary 
case ; or that, if such cases ever occur, they are 
but very rare. Alas that they should be so 
numerous! They do not, it is true, reach this 
fearful point at once. The first wrong step was 
followed by a second, and that by a third. This 
pollution was not acquired in a day. Their first 
contact with defilement was so slight, that it pro- 
duced no apprehension of danger. The plague- 
spot, on its first appearance, was so insignificant^ 
that it caused no alarm. But O, how rapidly it 
spread, and speedy death ensued! Who, that 
knew the whole history of such a case, would 
have thought that consequences so disastrous 
would have followed from that first trifling act? 
It was onl^ a word, but it was a lying word ; it 
was onfy a momentary act, but it was a deceitful 
act ; it was only a single half-hour too late, but it 
was a half-hour of disobedience^ and destroyed all 
future confidence ; it was only an insolent reply, 
but it was insolence that was not followed by any 
expression of sorrow or regret. In this lies its 
seriousness and significance : it was a violation oi 
the covenant made when the engagement took 
place, and a transgression of the law of God. 
These things are sufficient to account for all the 
evil that ensued. Nothing is trifling that is 
wrong or sinful : sooner or later, if not repented 
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of and fi>mkeii, disttster and nan will foUow. 
The writer can call many in^tenees to his reool- 
lection, of which the aboTe is only a faithfiil re- 
preseutation, both of canaes and consequences; 
and character once lost is not easfly regained. 

But how different is it with those who have 
obtained a character that will bear inspection! 
It may have cost them something to seenre it ; 
great care, self-denial, and toil. They have had 
to reject many evil counsellors, to resist many and 
great temptations, and to persevere in what was 
right, against the influence of a bad example. 
They have had to avoid evil ways and evil com- 
pany, and to keep straight on in the paths of truth 
and virtue. And what advantages do they 
possess ! How great the peace of mind which they 
enjoy! And is not that a treasure? They fear 
not discovery ; they are not tormented with re- 
morse. They respect themselvesi and are in turn 
respected. They know that th«y ei\|oy the con- 
fidence of thosi^ who fur« nl^v^ thpwn In station. 
Their word t« r«»|{iiurd<iHl« Th^lr «i(mdM<^l h not 
8u«t)eot«tl« Thf»trittt#^HtyUl»ii»»)»awttt Thdr 
oonscientiottAA^^s thi;i»^h mqI piiv^d^^l, )» ^vid^nt. 
They are taught of Oh)d« Th^y h<kY«» vdnied at 
pleasing Him. They have endeavoured to act con- 
sistently with His directions. They have proved 
the value of His precepts, as it respects this life. 
They have not been restless lovers of change. 
They have generally remained for a long time 
under the same roof, or with the same fiimily. 
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In the best situation which they have ever had, 
they did not find it free from cares and troubles. 
Nor do they ever expect to meet with one, in 
which they will find everything according to their 
mind. It has often struck them, that if they 
were the mistress, instead of the servant, they 
would not have everything in unison with their 
desire. Every one has something to put up with. 
There is a drawback connected with every 
situation and station in life. And when, in the 
course of events, a change of place is found to be 
necessary or desirable, the master and servant 
part with mutual respect, while the servant's 
character readily secures another place of equal 
worth and respectability. 

Many of the difiiculties which domestic servants 
meet with in life arise from indifference to cha- 
racter, or their ignorance of its advantages. They 
should set before themselves a high standard of 
excellence. Whatever they gain, they should 
gain a good reputation. Then, while faithfully 
serving others, they would be effectually serving 
themselves. 

Header, have you thought seriously on this sub* 
ject ? Is your character all that it ought to be ? 
May you not easily improve it? Labour to secure 
a name for all that is excellent, in your providen- 
tial station. If your reputation has suffered, strive 
to recover what you have lost. Do not think the 
case is hopeless. You will yet succeed, if you are 
resolved, '^ The servant's treasure" shall be yours. 
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CHAPTER III, 

THE servant's HAPPINESS. 

I TRUST that the last chapter has convinced 
you that a good character is a great treasure. 
The richest are poor without it, while to the 
poorest it is great gain. Its advantages are 
many, and they are all more or less practically 
useful. A correct moral deportment, and fidelity 
in the discharge of duty, will always yield a mea- 
sure of peace and satisfaction to the mind, while 
they serve the temporal interests of the individual. 
But something more is required, if happiness is to 
he secured. I will suppose that, in the ordinary 
sense, you possess a good character; and that 
you are justly esteemed for your rectitude and 
diligence : yet, for youy '^ one thing is needful," 
before you can he happy. It is described in one 
word, — RELIGION. You are related to God, 
you are His creature ; He has made you, pre- 
served you, and redeemed you ; and whatever 
commendation you may receive from others, 
if you do not possess His favour, your spirit 
will taste neither repose nor joy. If it be so, 
this subject deserves your most earnest con- 
sideration. 
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I know you desire happiness : then you must 
seek reUgiun. All men need it. You, like the 
rest of the race, are naturally helpless and un- 
happy. You cannot, as a guilty sinner, either 
enjoy God, or serve Him. What peace of mind 
can any one have who daily lives under a sense 
of God's wrath, and subject to the yoke and bon- 
dage of sin? And if you have not religion, this is 
your case. Your guilt is not pardoned, the curse 
and condemnation of a broken law remain ; you 
are the servant of sin, and <' the wages of sin is 
death.'' A burden must be removed, and a 
change must take place in the relation of such a 
one to God, before the soul can have rest ! And 
religion is farther needed, to enable you to per- 
form the duties of your station. St. Paul has 
told you what these are, and how you are to dis- 
charge them. May I ask you seriously to con- 
sider what the Divine requirement is, in this 
respect? The first particular enjoined upon you 
is that of obedience, '^ Servants, obey in all 
things your masters according to the flesh.'' 
The Apostle does not, of course, enjoin upon 
you an obedience to commands which are in- 
consistent with the laws of God, but those which 
relate generally to the way in which a mas- 
ter would have you to serve him, and which he 
has a right to prescribe. In all such things, his 
will is to be your rule of action. In the next 
place, you are to regard his interests as much in 
his absence as in his presence: *'not with eye- 
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service, as men-pleasers ; but in singleness of 
heart, fearing God." You are to seek the Divine 
approval, in the way in which you fulfil your 
daily calling ; and, while honouring your earthly 
master, to honour the great Master who is in 
heaven. Another point which you are to observe 
is, " not answering again j " not objecting to what 
is commanded, or pertly and insolently replying 
to reproof. And I wish most distinctly to re- 
mind you, that this outline of duties is not drawn 
up by a selfish master, but is given you by the 
Spirit of Truth. These are the words of God. 
You must thtis serve, in order to glorify Him. 
From His word there is no appeal. You are to 
cherish a supreme regard for His testimonies. 
And may I not ask. Can you do all these things in 
your own strength? I will reply for you : you 
cannot. Will your naturally rebellious will be 
always ready to obey ; your deceitful heart be 
always sincere ; and your temper in such subjec- 
tion that, even under provocation, you shall be 
calm and self-possessed ? " One thing is needful" 
for all this, and that is religion : you need it for 
your persona] happiness ; you need it to fit you 
for the performance of your every -day duties. 

In religion there is peace, and there is power. 
Its great principle is love to God. But can a 
guilty sinner love an angry God? No : then you 
must obtain the forgiveness of sins, and a new 
heart. He who gave His only-begotten Son to 
die for you, is ready to pardon your transgres- 
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Bions, and to renew your soul by His Spirit. 
You have, as a sinner, turned to your own way, 
and He waits for your return to Him. Come 
to Him, and He will receive you graciously, 
and love you freely. Come to Him, sorrowing 
for sin, confessing it and forsaking it, and breath- 
ing forth the heartfelt prayer, ^* God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner." Come to the cross of Christ, 
and look upon your Saviour as He hangs upon 
the tree, shedding for you that precious blood 
which cleanses from all sin. ^' Behold the Lamb 
of God.'' He is the propitiation for your sins. 
He died, the just for the unjust, to bring us to 
God. '* Behold, for thee the victim bleeds." 
He takes away sin. But how shall you realise 
His grace and mercy? Believe, onfy believe. 
Yes, this is all that is required of the guilty, pol- 
luted, and miserable sinner. " Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." 
'^ To them that believe He is precious." Believe 
in His redeeming love, and He will pardon, 
purify, and save you. This is religion, this is hap- 
piness ; the pardon and the peace of God. Your 
Saviour offers it now. Abandon the world, aban- 
don the service of Satan, and cast yourself upon 
Christ, and this blessing is yours. 

Are you the offspring of the righteous ? Per- 
haps a pious parent has, this day, added to the 
countless number of former petitions a special 
prayer for your salvation. A Christian mother 
has again wept before the cross, and asked for 
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the immediate salvation of her child. If you 
have not yet decided on the service of God, re- 
solve at once on being blest. Why should you 
delay^ when, by so doing, you are deferring the 
hour of your peace? This moment be happy; 
this moment be free. Can you now say, ^^ My 
heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed ? *' Can 
you rest on your redeeming Lord ? If so, the 
burden of guilt is removed, the power of sin is 
broken, and pride, passion, love of the world and 
self, are subdued by the pure love of God. You 
will henceforth find pleasure in duty, and feel 
that happiness does not consist in mere circum- 
stances, such as finery in dress, a situation in a 
worldly and fashionable family, high wages, fre- 
quent holidays, or in attending places of amuse- 
ment ; but in the favour of God, and a good con- 
science. Satisfied with your providential lot in 
life, you will delightfully prove that '^godliness 
with contentment is great gain." 

And, further, I remind you that religion is a 
great safeguard against temptaiian. You need 
its defence ; for nothing else can effectually pre- 
serve you. You are exposed to great peril from 
your own deceitful heart, an alluring world, the 
enticements of sin, and the devices of Satan. 
How many are by these daily ensnared and 
ruined ! The Lord is not their light and salva- 
tion : therefore do they stumble and fall. They 
have no understanding or discretion to preserve 
them. They walk in the counsel of the ungodly. 
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and not in the way of the Lord. Bat if you are 
the servant of Christ, you shall not walk in dark- 
ness. He will guide you with His counsel, He 
will keep you in aU your ways. He will lead you 
to a city of habitation, and give you rest. He 
wiU preserve you from sin, and consequently 
irom all its bitterness, remorse, and degradation. 
Your person, your character, your interests, both 
for time and eternity, vdll be secure in His 
hands. 

Without religion there is no safety. Not long 
ago, I called upon a friend, where I found a poor 
woman almost distracted with grief and trouble. 
And what think you was the cause ? You shall 
hear. She had a daughter in service; and, 
though she had some anxieties respecting her, 
she was glad to know that Mary was comfortably 
situated. She lived but a short distance from 
her mother's dwelling. One day a messenger 
arrived from the daughter's mistress, to know 
whether Mary was at home^ as her mistress knew 
not what had become of her. Several days had 
passed when I saw the afflicted parent, and she 
had heard nothing of her lost child. Think of the 
agony of that mother's heart, as she thought of 
the possible course her child was pursuing. And 
this was not relieved by the fact that Mary had 
only too often given her occasion to fear that one 
day the seducer would prevail. Religious advice 
had often been given, but it was generally 
slighted and refused. Yet the anxious mother 
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was wishful to know the worst, and longed to 
find her child, though it should be with blighted 
prospects, and a ruined reputation. Whether 
the parent and the child have yet met, I know not. 

Mary had no religion. She knew nothing of 
its peace, tranquillity, and contentment. Her 
mind was restless, her sinful appetite craving 
after licence and pleasure, while her passions 
were wild and ungovemable. Sin triumphed, 
and she was ruined. Miserable wanderer! 
Wherever she may be, sin pierces her heart with 
many sorrows ; the beauty of innocence is faded ; 
and who can tell whether she will ever be re- 
covered ? And who shall extract the arrow from 
that mother's heart, and heal the rankling wound? 

In contrast with such a case, how beautiful and 
attractive does religion appear in its humble and 
happy possessors I It is their joy and their de- 
fence. ^^ It is more to be desired than gold, yea, 
even than fine gold ; it is sweeter than honey and 
the honey-comb." Of religion we may truly 
say,— 

« To purest Joys she all invites, 
Chaste, holy, spiritual delights ; 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness. 
And all her flowery paths are peace." 

When conversion takes place in any one, a real 
change is produced in the heart. The subject of 
it is a new creature. There are new affections, 
dispositions, and desires planted in the soul. The 
'^ Dairyman's Daughter" thus describes the ef- 
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fects of this change on herself. Before she heard 
the sermon which was the means of her salvation, 
she sayS; ^' I was a proud, thoughtless girl, fond 
of dress and finery. I loved the world, and the 
things of the world. I lived in service among 
worldly people, and never had the happiness of 
being in a family where worship was regarded, 
and the souls of the servants cared for. I went 
once on a Sunday to church, more to see and be 
seen, than to pray, and hear the word of God. I 
thought I was quite good enough to be saved ; 
and disliked, and often laughed at, religious peo- 
ple. I was in great darkness, and knew nothing 
of the way of salvation : I never prayed, nor was 
sensible of the awful danger of a prayerless state. 
I wished to maintain the character of a good ser- 
vant, and was much lifted up when I met with 
applause; but I was a stranger to God and 
Christ, and had I died in that state, hell must 
and would justly have been my portion. But I 
was led to see my lost estate as a sinner, and the 
great mercy of God through Jesus Christ. And, 
O ! what a Saviour I have found ! He is more 
than I could ask or desire. In His Ailness I 
have found all that my poverty could need ; in 
His bosom I have found a resting-place from all 
sin and sorrow; in His word I have found 
strength against doubt and unbelief. The world 
appeared all vanity and vexation of spirit. I 
found it necessary for my peace of mind to come 
out from among them, and be separate. I gave 



tnyself to prayer, and many a happy hour of 
secret delight I enjoyed in communion with 
God." Truly taa is misery, but reUgioa is hap- 
pioeaa. Reader, may tliis happiitesB 1m yoarsl 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE servant's CHOICE OF ▲ SITUATION. 

I HAVE endeavoured to impress your mind with 
the importance of religion. I trust you are no 
longer to be numbered with the many who neg- 
lect it, and who sometimes boast that they make 
no pretension to piety. But in this they are not 
justified. This is their sin. Herein lies their 
guilt God has a claim upon their service. To 
them He says, " Ye are not your own, ye are 
bought with a price." They cannot dispose of 
themselres as they like. The Divine requirement 
from them is still, " Give me thy heart." 

Surely you have already complied with this 
gracious demand. May I not hope that you have 
given your heart to God, your Saviour? Yes, 
you have sought and found the pearl of great 
price. You are divinely blessed. The love of 
God fills your heart. Your peace flows like a 
river. You are deeply anxious to retain these 
blessings. You would not forfeit them on any 
account. Then in all your future movements be 
solicitous to secure the guidance of Divine Pro- 
vidence. This you must not overlook in your 
choice of a situation. It is of great moment 
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to you that you should find your providential 
place. In order to this, I advise you to pray 
earnestly and sincerely that God may guide you 
with His counsel. You are permitted to make 
known your requests to Him, by prayer and 
supplication. If several openings present them- 
selves, do not let your decision be influenced by 
mere feeling, or taste, or opinion, but by com- 
mon sense, and the fear of God. Do not fix upon 
having a place merely for its worldly respecta- 
bility, or its promise of indulgence, or its rate of 
wages; for there are higher considerations than 
any of these. And if you sincerely desire to 
please God, if your will be in submission to His, 
be assured that '^ the meek will He guide in judg- 
ment, the meek will He teach His way.'' 

I would recommend you to seek a situation in 
a reUgious family . To the mind of a pious ser- 
vant, there is something fearful in the thought of 
becoming an inmate of a house where God is not 
acknowledged, nor the voice of prayer and praise 
ever heard \ where Sabbaths are desecrated, and 
religion is despised. A curse is in the house of 
the wicked ; and upon the families that call not 
on the name of God, He will pour out His fury. 
How dark is that habitation in which the light of 
religion does not shine! There is no heavenly 
peace, no satisfying pleasure, in that family from 
which the Great Author of happiness is excluded. 
Not only is such a family not to be desired, be- 
cause of the absence of all the services and in- 
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fluences of religion, but shunned, in consequence 
of the various evils and dangers to which it would 
necessarily expose yon. To serve God in such a 
situation might not, indeed, be impossible to one 
whom God has placed there as a light to shine 
for their instruction and reproof; but any servant 
professing piety, choosing it for the sake of a 
worldly consideration, would prove at once she 
was fallen from grace. You could not, in these 
circumstances, expect the blessing and protection 
of God. And remember, danger is never to be 
courted, but avoided. Never expose yourself to 
temptation, lest you should be overcome. Never 
put your soul in peril. Never esteem things tem- 
poral above things eternal ; for this will involve 
you in vexation, disappointment, and final loss. 

And, in addition to other dangers, could you 
expect among such to escape persecution ? And 
are you sure that you would meekly bear the 
scoffs and derisions of those about you ? If before 
the unregenerate you act a consistent part, your 
conduct will be a perpetual reproof to their 
impiety, prayerlessness, and folly. And would 
you have courage to persevere in your religious 
duties, amid daily opposition, and to maintain 
the Christian spirit and life, in an atmosphere so 
uncongenial ? All this, and much more, may be 
borne by God's help, when He calls to the 
endurance of such trials; but the case is very 
different when the exposure results from mere 
personal wilfulness. ^^ What concord hath Christ 
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with Belial ? or what part hath he that believeih 
with an infidel," or unbeliever? 

On the other hand, let me point out to you 
some of the priyileges and advantages which a 
member of a religious family enjoys. There is 
daily worship, at which the whole household is 
assembled, to listen to the solemn reading of the 
word of God, and to join in praise and prayer to 
Him who heareth prayer. Here there is an op- 
portunity for receiving Divine instruction, and 
for unburdening the heart by confessing the sin 
which makes it mourn, for praying for pardon, 
and uniting in thanksgiving and praise to the 
Giver of every good and perfect gift. Religion, 
in its enlightening and quickening power, is thus 
brought down from heaven upon the soul, and 
the sincere worshipper is renewed in strength by 
waiting upon the Lord. And where these do- 
mestic services of religion may be had, you should 
highly prize them, and duly improve them ; and 
if at any time they interrupt the business of the 
house, they never really hinder it. I have before 
urged you daily to read your Bible, and observe 
private prayer, but I know in many instances 
your opportunities will be limited : how doubly 
welcome, then, should be the season of social 
devotion ! This advantage, like all other gifts of 
Divine love, may be lightly esteemed, made fruit- 
less, or abused, yet to a sincere soul it is a privi- 
lege to be a member of a " church in the house," 
where the presence and blessing of the Saviour 
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are felt and realised. How interesting is the re- 
cord of domestic piety in the history of the Patri- 
archs, and particularly in the case of Ahraham ! 
He was the friend of God. He was distinguished 
for his faith ; hut that for which he is especially 
commended by God, was his conduct as the head 
of a family. " I know him," said the Lord, " that 
he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment." And if it 
was right for him to command his children and 
his household or servants after him, it was re- 
quired of them that they should obey. While he 
taught, they were to hearken ; while he inter- 
ceded, they were to pray : and so is it to be with 
you : it is a service in which you are heartily and 
believingly to join, and then it will not be in vain. 
I admit that there are cases in which religious 
servants do not profit by a residence even in a 
pious family. They are often greatly disappoint- 
ed, and actually suffer loss in their souls. And 
no wonder, for they go with unreasonable expect- 
ations of favour and indulgence, which it would 
not be right for their employer to grant, nor 
good for them to receive. They forget that the 
work of the house of a religious family must be 
performed, as well as that of an ungodly one, and 
in the same way too. And they sometimes over- 
look the fact, that if their employers are people 
of piety, they are not less their master and mis- 
tress on that account. It is often a temptation* 
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on the part of servants professing religion, to re- 
spect less a believing master than they would an 
unbelieving one. St. Paul^ by the Spirit, knew 
that this was an error into which servants were 
likely to fall. Hence the warning he has given, 
1 Tim. vi. 1,2: '' Let as many servants as are 
under the yoke count their own masters worthy 
of all honour, that the name of God and His doc- 
trine be not blasphemed. And they that have 
believing masters, let them not despise them, be- 
cause they are brethren ; but rather do them ser* 
vice, because they are faithful and beloved, par- 
takers of the benefit.'' Let no servant honour 
her master less because he is a Christian. Neither, 
on the other hand, should masters cherish un- 
reasonable expectations of perfection from re- 
ligious servants, nor should they refuse a proper 
amount of indulgence and forbearance when they 
fall into errors and mistakes. 

And on another point I would affectionately 
warn you. Do not absurdly suppose that in 
a religious family you will meet with no trials^ 
or that you can live safely and prosperously 
without watchfulness and prayer. If you neglect 
these exercises, however favourably you may be 
situated, your piety will decline. Wherever you 
may dwell, you will carry with you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in which, though changed, there is 
a tendency to evil tempers, dispositions, and 
affections. <^ Keep thy heart with all diligence ; 
for out of it are the issues of life.'' '^ Keep your- 
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selves in the love of God." " Give diligence " tihat 
ye may " make your calling and election sure." 
And beside your evil heart, the great adversary 
will follow you into your retreat, and will harass, 
perplex, and trouble you. • And the world will 
allure and entice you, and suggest that the re- 
straints of religion are oppressive, and that you 
would be happier if you had a little more licence 
to roam. Sorrows, also, will arise in the family 
itself; (for what family is free from them?) and 
patience, and humility, and self-denial will be 
required. But do not, in such a case, attribute 
the evil to the family : it is a merciful chastise- 
ment from the Lord for your good. It is the dis- 
cipline of your heavenly Father ; and how know 
you, but it may have been sent for your sake ? 

Strongly as I would urge you to use your best 
endeavours to place yourself in a situation most 
favourable to your spiritual wel&re, I do not say 
that you should not, under any circumstances, 
enter an irreligious family. But if the Lord send 
you to such a one, it is not to gratify yourself, 
but to please Him ; not to indulge some whim or 
passion, but to bring honour to His name, by 
being a faithful witness for Him. He will not 
call you to reside where you would be required 
to cease from the public worship of God, to re- 
nounce your church-membership, or to violate 
the sanctity of the Sabbath. On the one hand, 
while it does not become you to be unreasonable 
in your demand for religious privileges ; on the 
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otherj you ought not to surrender, or barter away^ 
what are necessary for the salvation of your soul* 
A proper share of these secured, Providence may 
direct the steps of a God-fearing servant to a 
liouse in which the light of true piety does not 
shine ; and the humble domestic may become, 
by a careful, consistent, Christian deportment, 
the inptrument, like the Israelitish maid of old, 
of bringing the family to a knowledge of the 
truth. Wherever your lot may be cast, honour 
your Saviour by a faithful, humble, and holy 
profession of His religion. Feel how great your 
responsibility to Christ, though your position in 
life be lowly. " Adorn the doctrine of God your 
Saviour in all things;" remembering, in the 
midst of all your provocations, the words of your 
Lord, ^'Blessed are the meek; for they shall 
inherit the earth." 

And should these lines meet the eye of the 
unconverted servant, I would entreat her to 
consider the path of her feet, and make haste, 
and delay not to keep the commandments of God. 
How forlorn and wretched is that poor soul who 
attempts to live without the love of Christ, and 
the guardian care of God ! In this world, to such, 
all is vanity and vexation of spirit ; and in the 
future world, it will be darkness and woe. Arise, 
and go to thy Father. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THX CONSISTRITT SBBYANT. 

Thb light of religion has 8ome|ime8 been carried, 
by a domestic servant, into a habitation where 
spiritual darkness previously reigned. The humble 
witness for her Lord has testified effectually of 
His saving grace, and a family has in consequence 
emerged out of darkness into marvellous light. 
And it is of great moment, both to the individual 
and also to the interests of the kingdom of God, 
that every professor of the Saviour's religion 
should shine as a light of the world, and be as 
the salt of the earth. No doubt the Christian 
reader has often asked the question, ^^ How shall 
I best promote the honour of my Saviour's name 
in the family in which I dwell, and among those 
with whom I have daily intercourse ? " This is 
an important inquiry, and deserves your most 
serious consideration. One thing in relation to it 
I would have you carefiilly to regard, — Christian 
consistency ; and by that I mean, always act con- 
formably to your station in life, and in harmony 
with your religious profession. And whatever 
the character of the family in which you reside, 
bear in mind you are not to display your religion 
by assuming the office of spiritual teacher, but by 
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endeavouring to make a right impression on all 
around, by the indirect influence of a suitable 
deportment. Occasions will occur in which ser- 
vants are called openly to declare, and firmly to 
maintain, their religious principles, at some cost 
and hazard; and in this way they may power- 
fully reprove the deviation from what Is right in 
their unscrupulous employers. If ever they are 
asked to violate tSe law of God, it will be their 
duty unhesitatingly to reply, "How can I do 
this great wickedness, and sin against God ? " and 
not to fear the temporal loss or suffering such 
conduct may entail, since it is sure to secure the 
countenance and favour of God. Joseph's purity 
and fidelity cost him his place in the house of 
Potiphar, and secured him a dungeon; but he 
carried with him into the prison the satisfaction 
which springs from a good conscience, and the 
favour of his heavenly Father ; and he, who but 
for that painful trial might have remained all his 
life a captive in the family of one of Pharaoh's 
officers, rose by means of it to a station next 
to the King, and became the instrument of pre- 
serving his own family, and " saving much people 
alive." 

But the religious influence which I conceive a 
servant will generally exert, will arise less from 
what she $ay$ than from what she does. It is 
almost impossible to overrate the power of con- 
sistency. There are but few people who have 
not their moments of serious observation and re- 
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flection. The piety of the servant, which was the 
drawback with her irreligious employer on her 
engagement, may become her chief recommend- 
ation. A well -governed temper, a desire to 
please, a readiness to obey, and a respectful de- 
portment, (and without these religion is a mere 
pretence,) are sure, sooner or later, to make an 
impression in favour of the servant in whom they 
exist, and will be rightfully attributed to that 
godliness from which they spring. 

There is an error into which we are all liable 
to fall ; namely, to acquaint ourselves with the 
duties of others, rather than with those which 
pertain to ourselves. Servants, for example, 
may be very familiar with St. Paul's directions 
to masters, while perhaps they have only just 
glanced at those which relate to themselves. That 
masters owe many duties to their servants is per* 
fectly true, — duties which are enjoined by Divine 
authority, and which cannot be neglected or vio- 
lated without peril to their soub ; yet it is no 
part of a servant's calling to teach a master what 
those duties are : she is only held responsible for 
the performance of her own. On this point you 
must be clear. It is necessary to your own peace 
of conscience and the continued enjoyment of the 
&vour of God ; while, if your master fail in his, 
be content to know that he is subject to his Mas- 
ter in heaven, before whose tribunal he must 
stand. It is not, of course, intended by these re- 
marks, that a servant is bound to continue in the 
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employ of those who habitually violate their du- 
ties; but simply, that she is not responsible to 
God for their transgressions, and that, as long as 
she continues in the service of such, she should 
act her part with fidelity, doing service not unto 
men but unto God. In a word, mind that you 
are right, whoever else is wrong ; for " every one 
shall give account of himself to God." 

I have often been grieved to hear masters and 
mistresses complain that their domestic comforts 
are frequentiy interrupted by the conduct of their 
servants. I have thought it worth while to in- 
quire into the precise nature of these domestic 
grievances, in order to ascertain whether some 
method might not be adopted for their removal. 
It is a serious thing to interfere with the happi- 
ness of a family. Home should be the happiest 
place in the world. God gave His Son that in 
Him all the families of the earth should be 
blessed; and that person is guilty of a grave 
offence who acts in a family in such a way as 
to prevent this blessedness from being realised. 
How lamentable that this gracious purpose of 
God is not in every house secured ! And why 
not? Whatever truth there may be in these 
complaints, I am far from thinking that the fault 
rests eUane with servants. Yet they might fre- 
quently do more than they do to promote so 
desirable an object. It is not generally alleged 
against them that they are dishonest, untruthful, 
or positively disobedient, so much as that they 
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display a spirit above their station, a love of 
dress and of personal indulgence, and manifest a 
want of interest in the welfare of their masters 
and their &milies. The charge resolves itself in- 
to one of selfishness ; an evil which cannot be too 
carefully guarded against. Servants, on entering 
a family, should at once feel that they are part 
of it, and that they are bound by the strongest 
obligations to seek its good ; for if one member 
be at liberty to indulge in ease and the gratifica«- 
tion of self, without any regard to the claims of 
the rest, why may not all ? and only let selfish-o 
ness be the established rule among the members 
of a family, and there will be a speedy end of 
concord and affection. When a servant takes up 
her abode in any family, it would be well if she 
would always adopt some such resolution as the 
following : — " I resolve that while I remain be- 
neath this roof, it shall ever be my careful study 
to do my best to contribute to the happiness of 
all those with whom I am associated, whether as 
a servant to my employers, or as the fellow-servant 
of others. The peace of this dwelling shall never 
be disturbed by me, nor the anxieties and cares 
of its head increased by my negligence. I will 
endeavour to guard against those feelings of self- 
ishness which cannot be indulged without inflict- 
ing injury upon others, and every temptation to 
forget that my providential lot in this house is 
not to command, but to obey. I will not serve 
with mere eye-service, but in the fear of God. I 
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will not be indifferent to the approbation of those 
I serve ; and if diligence, fidelity, and the best 
exercise of my abilities can secure it, I shall 
obtain it. Above all, my daily aim shall be to 
please God, and to secure the testimony of a 
good conscience. I shall also feel it my duty 
every day to pray that the blessing of * the God 
of the families of the earth ' may rest upon this 
family, and that we may so live together on 
earth as finally to form a part of the great family 
in heaven.'' And who can tell how large the ac- 
cession which would be made to the general sum 
of domestic happiness, were such to become the 
universal resolve of domestic servants? And let 
me say, in reference to religious servants, con- 
sistency demands it of them. 

May I give you a word of friendly advice re- 
specting your conduct in relation to those special 
favours, gratuities, or indulgences you may re- 
ceive? What is intended kindly, accept grate- 
fully. Whether they are large or small, deserved 
or undeserved, never claim them as your right. 
It is not desirable for either masters or servants 
to be perpetually standing upon their rights. 
The former may sometimes give beyond the sti- 
pulated amount, and the latter may render a ser« 
vice of care and affection beyond the mere letter 
of the agreement. In families especially, the law 
of kindness should prevail. But in no instance 
abuse this liberality, or conclude, when gene- 
rously treated, that you must needs deserve it 
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all. There are cases in which good servants have 
been spoiled by presents, as in those instances in 
which pride, haughtiness, and self-importance are 
the result. " I can seldom," said an aged Chris- 
tian matron one day, ''keep my servants with 
comfort more than two years ; for, being rather 
indulgent, after that time they take upon them- 
selves such airs, that when I have tried a third 
year, I have generally had cause to regret it." 
Yet, why should this be the case ? It would not 
be so, if servants were not blind to their own 
interests : for it is very probable that a servant 
would not have left such a situation a week, 
without feeling, upon reflection, that she had 
taken a very foolish step ; and perhaps months 
would elapse before she would meet with one 
offering half the privileges and comforts of that 
she had so lightly and ungratefully surrendered. 
Learn to know when it is well with you, and 
contentedly and affectionately serve those who 
kindly and generously trust and reward you. 
Be not restlessly desirous of change, unless you 
are sure of improving your condition. 

Aim at diffusing happiness around you. Place 
those in whose service you are, under obligation 
to your affectionate consideration. There is a 
beautiful instance in Old-Testament story which 

1 select for your imitation. You will find it in 

2 Kings V. You are familiar with the narrative. 
I refer to the Israelitish maid who waited on the 
wife of Naaman, the Syrian General. He was a 
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leper, and her situation afforded her an opportu- 
nity of observing his sufferings. Her heart was 
touched with sympathy for the afflicted noble- 
man. I doubt not but she prayed to her God in 
his behalf; and probably it was in answer to her 
prayers that she was directed to speak of the 
Prophet of Samaria. There is great benevolence 
towards Naaman, as well as faith in God, ex- 
pressed in the simple words, "And she said unto 
her mistress, Would God my lord were with the 
Prophet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover 
him of his leprosy." And this generous feeling 
was the more remarkable, as the temptation on 
her part would naturally be to animosity and 
revenge. For she was a captive, a slave, and not 
their lawful servant. She had been forciblv torn 
from her home, the land of her fathers and her 
God, by a ruthless banditti, and placed among 
idolaters, whose sinful worship she contemned as 
an offence against her Lord. She might have 
deemed herself under no obligation to show kind- 
ness to those who held her in unjust and cruel 
bondage. But her religion taught her to love 
and not to hate even her enemies. And we are 
sure that her conduct had been such, in her new 
and trying situation, as to gain, her a reputation 
for sobriety and truth^lness. Her sincere and 
faithful wish respecting her master, not only at« 
tracted attention, but gained credit, so that the 
King and Naaman united to act upon it. And 
when her lord returned, perfectly cured of his 
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leprosy, his flesh being like the flesh of a child, 
how must her kind and benevolent heart have 
beat with joy ! And how full was that joy, when 
she knew that not only was Naaman healed in 
body, but that in heart he had renounced idola- 
try, and confessed that there was no God in all 
the earth beside the God of Israel, her oton God| 
and the God of her &thers ! She forgot her own 
wrongs and suflerings in her master's health and 
happiness. She was consistent: she acted in 
harmony with her religious character and her 
station in life. 

At the close of that narrative, mention is made 
of another servant, whose character stands out in 
admonitory contrast to hers ; a servant far more 
highly favoured, the attendant of that Prophet 
of whom the little maid had spoken so reverently, 
and in whose miracle-working power as a messen- 
ger of the Most High she had such confidence. 
The captive maid was faithful among idolaters : 
Gehazi was unfaithful while the servant of the 
Prophet. In bondage she sought the good of her 
heathen master : Gehazi, though free, and enjoy- 
ing the confidence of the Prophet, belied and 
misrepresented him for selfish purposes, in a case 
where his master's honour, and the glory of the 
Lord, were directly concerned. Under what dis- 
advantages the Israelitish maid held fast her in- 
tegrity, and displayed the spirit of her religion ! 
while Gehazi, possessing the highest outward 
privileges, proved unfaithful^ covetous, and a liar. 
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We are not informed what were the rewards of 
the '^ little maid:'' if she got none from earth, 
she would receive full satisfaction from heaven. 
But we know the curse that fell upon Gehazi ; 
and fearful as was that leprosy of body, still 
more distressing was the inward curse which fell 
upon his soul. 

Forget not the consistent maid of Israel, nor 
the inconsistent servant of a Prophet ; and pray 
that you may have grace to teach you and guide 
you aright in all the paths of duty, and then 
g)*eat shall be your reward in the inward peace, 
blessing, and favour of your God and Saviour; 
and greater still will be your reward when the 
Judge of all, at the last day, shall say, ''Well 
done, good and faithful servant : enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ADYIOES WHICH RBLATB TO SBTERAL CIR- 
CUMSTANCBS IN THB LIFE OF A SERVANT. 

I HOPE that, in your Bible-reading, the Proverbs 
of Solomon are not neglected. They consist 
chiefly of observations on actual life and charac- 
ter, and are as practical as they are wise. They 
discover to us our temptations and dangers, and 
vividly show the necessary ruin to which sin 
leads its victims. The path of life is encompassed 
vnth snares and perils, and against these you 
cannot be too earnestly cautioned. Thousands fall 
into fearful error because they have not been 
previously warned, and become the dupes of the 
great deceiver through their ignorance and inex- 
perience. Servants are by no means an exception 
to this general remark. They often err through 
the want of better instruction. In cases of per- 
plexity and difficulty they have seldom a friendly 
and discreet adviser at hand, but are often sur- 
rounded by unwise and insincere counsellors, who 
recommend a course which is indeed very grati- 
fying to their pride and passion, while it is direct- 
ly opposed to their true interests. It is hoped 
that this paper will contain '^a word in season'' 
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to youy in reference to several circumstances con- 
nected with your calling in life. 

My first observation refers to the temper you 
should cultivate towards your fellow-servants. If 
you would regulate your conduct aright towards 
them, you must sacredly regard the golden rule : 
<'A11 things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." This 
rule is very short, very simple, but truly just; 
and if you will take care always to act upon it, it 
will save you from many troubles and anxieties. 
The spirit servants should cultivate towards each 
other, is one of mutual kindness and forbearance ; 
and this will tend to secure harmony and peace. 
Do not assume a superiority over, nor attempt an 
independence of, one another ; for this will only 
prove that you are vain and foolish. Let there 
ever be an earnest endeavour to accommodate and 
help each other, and especially in times of sick^ 
ness. The precept of the Gospel applies to you 
in this particular relation : '< Bear ye one another's 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." Avoid 
all quarreling and brawling. A large fiunily is 
sometimes thrown into the greatest confusion by 
the merest trifle, such as a petty jealousy, or a 
word thoughtlessly spoken. Domestic happiness 
is too important and too sacred to be thus un« 
necessarily disturbed. A lady once told the 
writer, that she had scarcely ever had to part 
with a servant for any misunderstanding with 
herself, but generally in consequence of some dis* 
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pute among the servants themselves. And let no 
domestic imagine, whatever may be her abilities 
and excellences in general, that an irritable or 
sullen temper is other than a great drawback; 
indeed, it often constitutes a sore domestic trial. 
In servants professing religion, it is altogether 
inconsistent ; for if they do not bridle their tem- 
per and tongue, they show that their religion is 
vain. It is not, however, for a moment supposed 
that servants meet with nothing to try their 
temper, or that they have nothing annoying and 
vexing to endure. I know it to be otherwise: 
but let them ''in patience possess their souls." 
" Offences will come," and if it be difficult in any 
particular instance to ascertain by whom the 
offence came, be you the first to express your re- 
gret at the disturbance of the harmony; and if 
you have at all beeii the occasion of it, whether 
intentionally or not, acknowledge your fault, and 
resolve in future to be more on your guard. If 
you are the injured party, avail yourself of the 
least sign of penitence to exercise forgiveness, 
remembering your daily prayer, "Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us." Before a servant complains that she is 
weary of her place, because there is no peace in 
the family, let her be sure that she has not done 
anything to banish it. And, further, do not in- 
dulge in injurious reflections upon former fellow- 
servants. If you keep in mind the rule which en- 
joins you to do as you would be done by, you will 
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not be guilty of this evil practice. You would 
not like your own follies and defects to be spoken 
of by others to the damage of your reputation. 
If you cannot say anything in praise of the 
absent^ be silent respecting them. 

A word as to your conduct in the season of 
affliction. Times of sickness occur in every fa- 
mily. They are not unfrequently occasions of 
great anxiety and grief. They are always ac- 
companied with extra expense to the head of the 
&,mily, and sometimes with considerable loss. 
To have affliction in the house must necessarily 
be attended with inconvenience. No doubt it 
increases a servant's work^ and disarranges her 
regular plans. But do not add to the pain and 
sorrow of the sufferer, by negligence or unkind- 
ness. In these circumstances show that you do 
not regard the additional trouble as a burden. 
Consider that to a sensitive mind it is a far 
greater trial to be helpless, and require such 
attention, than it would be, if in health, to attend 
upon the sick. You ought rather to be thankful 
for your health, and to rejoice that you have an 
opportunity of showing your gratitude to those to 
whom you are probably laid under many obliga- 
tions. And should an epidemic disease, as a 
fever, &c., visit the family in which you reside, 
you will not, if a good and faithful servant, refuse 
your share of night-watching and care ; nor, 
above all, would you be guilty of an act so in- 
human as that of leaving your mistress in such a 
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time of calamity to struggle alone. It is in these 
domestic griefs that the real character of a ser- 
vant is displayed, — then she appears either selfish 
or disinterested, unkind or tender-hearted. If 
conscientious, her carefulness and diligence will 
increase with her responsibility. She will feel 
that when the head of the house can no longer 
superintend its affairs, it becomes her to serve 
as in the sight of God. A Clergyman relates 
the following story of a servant-maid, which 
is recommended to your careful perusal. He 
says : '' Lydia is the servant of a small family, 
whose mistress I lately visited afler a long illness. 
* Sir,' said she, ^ the girl who has just left the 
room is a greater comfort to me than I can 
express. She watches me with the affection of 
a daughter, and the care of a nurse. When my 
complaints make me peevish, she contrives some- 
thing to soothe me. I often observe her taking 
pains to discover what would add to my comfort ; 
and often am presented with the thing I wish for, 
before I express it in words. I live without sus- 
picion; for I perceive her to be conscientious 
even to scrupulosity. My chief complaint is, 
that she takes so much care of me, that I cannot 
make her take sufficient care of herself.' ' I have 
observed,' said I, ^her attention at church, as 
well as when waiting upon you.' * My servant,' 
continued she, Ms a Christian; and, in my late 
distress, afforded me her prayers as well as her 
tears. Her parents were too poor to give her any 
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education ; but she has taught herself to read, and 
frequently reads the Scriptures to me. Now and 
then, while she is reading, her heart is too full to 
be quite silent on the passage ; and then she drops 
an expression or two, accompanied with such 
simplicity and meaning as to bring to my mind 
those words, / thank Thee, O Father, Lard of 
heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things 
from the toise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. In short, I esteem her as one of 
the most valuable gifts I ever received from an 
indulgent Providence ; and never could have sup- 
posed that so much of my comfort depended upon 
the faithfulness and care of a poor servant.' " O 
that every mistress had such a servant in her 
sickness, and every worthy servant had a mis- 
tress equally disposed to appreciate her value 1 
But, as a further inducement to the course I am 
recommending, I would remind you, that the day 
of calamity may overtake you. You may very 
soon yourself be on a bed of sickness ; and if you 
show coldness and neglect where you ought to 
show kindness, you may prove the truth of our 
Lord's words, " With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again." And where is 
the good and faithful servant who has not herself 
been kindly cared for in the time of need, by 
those whom she has served ? The writer has met 
with many cases, in which he has seen the gene- 
rosity of a master or mistress to an old servant in 
these circumstances, even when years had passed 
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since she left their service. But if it should 
please God to visit you with illness while residing 
in a family, do not desire more attention and in- 
dulgence than are absolutely necessary, and 
gratefully acknowledge the kindness which may 
be shown you, either by your employers or fel- 
low-servants. I will give you an instance of an 
opposite kind which came under my own obser- 
vation. A servant was taken ill of a slow fever. 
As soon as her complaint was ascertained, she 
was placed in a large airy bed-room, under the 
care of the family doctor, and an experienced 
nurse. Rather than send her to the hospital, the 
family, at considerable expense, removed for a 
few weeks into the country. In about a fort* 
night the fever reached its height, and she began 
to recover. The doctor ordered a small portion 
of port-wine twice a day, which was duly given. 
In a few days the nurse stated, that the servant 
requested the master to advance a portion of her 
wages, in order that she might buy some wine* 
*^ No,'* was the reply, " she cannot afford to pur- 
chase wine^ and I shall gladly furnish her with 
what she requires.'' But her request did not 
proceed from any wish to save her employer; 
and judge the surprise and grief with which he 
heard it, that this desire had arisen from a sus- 
picion that he had not allowed her the quantity 
the doctor had ordered ! Here we see kindness 
met with suspicion. Such conduct can scarcely 
be too severely reprehended. How chilling 
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to the lieart of kindness, and calculated to dry 
up the sources of generosity ! And, if you abhor 
It in another, carefully avoid the least approach 
to it in yourself. To distrust those who are dis- 
playing a kind solicitude for our welfare, is both 
base and sinful. You cannot too carefully watch 
against all such feelings, if you have any regard 
for what is due to others, or for your own peace^ 
or for what is right before God. 

While servants do well to cherish and promote 
the spirit of union among themselves, and a pro- 
per regard for each other's interests, they must 
never be parties to a combination for the purpose 
of vexing and injuring their employers. For in- 
stance, if, in the judgment of a master, a servant 
is unsuited to his place, or has committed a fault 
by which his confidence is destroyed, and the 
servant in consequence receives notice to leave, it 
would be a wrong act if the rest were to make 
common cause with the inefficient or offending 
servant, and insist upon leaving also. Yet in- 
stances have been known in which servants have 
entered into mutual pledges to remain or go to- 
gether, and by this means have ensnared their 
consciences, and injured themselves. Nor should 
any of you, when leaving a family, endeavour to 
unsettle the minds of your fellow-servants. Do 
not seek to involve them in your own misfor- 
tunes; for that will not help you. And when 
you are about to engage yourself to a new master^ 
take care to give the true reason for leaving your 
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last situation, though it should seem to your pre- 
sent disadvantage ; for, if you attempt to deceive, 
you are sure to be exposed when your character 
is inquired after. And supposing that it turns 
'Out you were really in fault, — that you had neg- 
lected duty, or spoken offensively, or in any other 
way acted imprudently, — if you ingenuously con- 
fess it, and express your regret for it, it will be at 
once seen that from your sincerity and sorrow, 
there is hope respecting you for the future. 

I must not forget to put you on your guard 
against evil company. The influence of compan- 
ionship is very great ; and if the principles and 
practices of an associate are irreligious, the con* 
sequence will, in all probability, be fktal. Take 
the following advice, and ponder it well, which 
was given some years ago to persons of your class, 
by one who had seen much of the world and its 
temptations : — '' Bad company is so mischievous, 
that when a young servant is observed to be en- 
tering into it, every person of compassion and dis- 
cernment recoils at the sight. Who, that has seen 
anything of life, does not know the mischief of a 
vicious conversation and example ? What will 
not an unprincipled tongue dare to assert ? What 
so sacred that does not serve it for a jest ? What 
character or service will it not teach others to 
despise? What corrupt maxim or vain project 
will it not recommend ? I have known a short 
conversation quite unhinge a sober mind. I have 
observed a few hints plant disorder and wretched- 
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ness in a once-contented breast, that could never 
afterwards be rooted out. I have even been sur- 
prised to find how soon a bad example would 
transform one that had long been humble, dili- 
gent, and conscientious, into the very reverse. In 
a word such a tongue is, indeed, ^ an unruly evU,* 
and ^fuU of deadly poison ;' (James iii. 8 ;) and 
the danger is the greater because the poison is 
often mixed with something curious and enter- 
taining, or is presented under the notion of friend- 
ship. The venom thus sweetened, creeps into the 
heart before even its danger is suspected : but be- 
ware of this deadly cup as you prize your safety ; 
the more pleasing you find it, the more deadly 
it is." 

A word from the same pen on a subject nearly 
allied to the former, is worthy of your most 
serious consideration. '^ Charemter," he observes, 
^especially among females, is easily blasted, so 
as to be irrecoverably lost. If any consideration 
can lessen the crime of the villain who attempts 
to strip you of it, it must be his not considering 
the depth of ruin into which he would plunge 
you. Should he, however, be cruel enough to 
neglect the consideration, surely you will not for- 
get, that the want of reputation, and the despair 
which attends it, fill our streets with prostitutes ; 
murdering both body and soul at once. Depend 
upon it, that he who would dishonour you has no 
sincere affection for you; and the moment you 
suffer him to pass the bounds of the strictest 
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decorum, he must lose even his, respect for you. 
Detect ruin in its first approaches* Particularly 
avoid dangerous occasions, and whatever you find 
likely to rob you of your resolution." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FAREWELL. — A PARTING ADDRESS TO 

SERVANTS. 

No doubt the time and place are fresh in your 
recollection, when you bade flEu^well to your pa- 
rents and your home. On that day your heart 
overflowed with feeling, and your eyes with tears. 
While you were preparing to depart, you were 
sometimes excited by the prospect of the new 
circumstances in life in which you were about to 
be placed; and, at other times, you were de- 
pressed at the thought of the separation which 
was at hand. All this was natural ; and had it 
been otherwise, there must have been either a sad 
&ult in you, or in your home. But there was 
one who felt the pang of separation more keenly 
than even you. Yet it was not grief so much 
as affectionate anxiety for your welfare. Your 
mother knew that she could no longer retain you ; 
that it would not be for your advantage to do so ; 
that this step was absolutely necessary in the cir- 
cumstances of the family ; yet she could not but 
feel much at parting with you, and with trembling 
apprehension she saw your frail bark launched on 
life's rough sea. She knew how many rocks are 
there ! and how vast the number of those who 



OUR servants; 63 

have, in one or other of its tempests, suffered 
shipwreck in their reputation, and with it have 
perished life's fairest prospects. Perhaps the 
painful and distressing case of the child of some 
friend or neighbour was present to her mind ; and 
her soul trembled, lest the same evil should befall 
her daughter also. If she were a religious mother, 
•he not only gave you the warnings of experience, 
and the advices of auction, but pointed you es- 
pecially to religion as your only safeguard, and 
commended you in prayer to the God of provi- 
dence and grace. Though distant from her, she 
knew that you might ever find your heavenly 
Parent near ; and to Him she would direct you 
to look, and in Him to put your trust. Whether 
this were so or not, and whatever may have been 
your conduct to your Father who is in heaven, 
He it is who has preserved and delivered you. 
You owe your life and safety to His protection 
and blessing. May you serve Him in the spirit 
of grateful love on earth, and eternally adore 
your redeeming God in the society of the glori- 
fied, where farewells are never heard ! 

In this world, we must expect our intercourse 
to be often interrupted. From those in whom, 
by frequent association, we have become inter- 
ested, we must part. You and I have had some 
fellowship of late, but the time has come for mo 
to bid you farewell. Before I do this, allow me, 
once more, earnestly and affectionately to address 
you. I must confess that my interest in you has 
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increased with my effort to do you good, and 1 
will not abruptly withdraw. I have been re- 
viewing the subjects which have been brought 
under your consideration; and the more care- 
fully you weigh them, I am sure you will be con- 
vinced, that you have been furnished with coun- 
sels and cautions which have a direct bearing 
upon your interests and happiness. I am most 
anxious, both for your own sake and that of the 
families in which you may live, that you should 
practically carry out the suggestions which have 
been offered. Do not be content to remain just 
what you are. Whatever excellences you possess, 
you may greatly improve. You may yet learn 
much from your own experience, — from your 
observation of the conduct of others, — from the 
suggestions of friends, — and also from the re- 
marks of those who are not friendly to you. 

1. YovLrp€L8t experience should teach you some 
valuable lessons. You have, no doubt, had oc- 
casion to mourn over inconsiderate, and even 
sinful, acts. One hour's folly has made a week 
bitter, and, in some instances, life itself less sweet 
and joyous. And are these things to be lost upon 
you ? Are you to go on inflicting upon yourself 
and others troubles and sorrows, which a proper 
regard to the past might prevent ? Surely not : 
rather let your bygone errors make you more 
watchful for the future, and avoid the evils from 
which you have suffered. It is an old and fa^ 
miliar proverb, that " a burnt child dreads the 
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Hre ;" it is made cautious by the pain it has suf- 
fered : and shall not the smart of past impru- 
dence make you more careful in time to come ? 
You have also had an experience of another kind. 
You have proved that a correct and sincere de- 
portment has always yielded you comfort in the 
end. There is always an advantage eventually 
in doing what is right. Just in proportion to 
your diligent and honest performance of the 
duties of your station, you have found satisfac- 
tion. Then do not be allured by any tempter or 
seducer to leave a good path and a right way. 

2. You may learn from the condtict of others 
how you may best regulate your own. You will 
observe the ways of those around you, and es- 
pecially those with whom you have intercourse. 
Instances of exemplary virtue will come before 
you, which you will do well to imitate. And 
because they have served others well, they have 
effectually served themselves. You have seen the 
opposite of these. Cases have come under your 
observation in which the parties have yielded to 
indolence, deceit, and treachery; and as they 
have sown, so have they reaped. Their reward 
has been according to their deeds, — first disgrace, 
then ruin. Take warning from such, lest you 
should be entangled by their sins, and caught in 
the snare of your great and fearful adversary, 
who goeth about seeking whom he may devour. 

d. Take good heed to the advices, cautions, 
and even reproofs, of those who sincerely seek to 
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promote your interests. If marking serious de- 
fects in you, they point them out, do not be offend- 
ed, or suspect, on this account, the genuineness 
of their friendship. If, in consequence of your 
inexperience, they see you exposing yourself to 
danger, reject not their kind and earnest caution, 
though your proud and foolish heart incline you 
to resent the interference. And should you have 
fallen into error, and even into sin, and they re* 
prove you, do not hesitate to confess your faulty 
and never attempt a justification in which your 
conscience will not support you. 

4. And you may also gain valuable instruction 
from those who have never showed a friendly dis< 
position towards you, but the contrary. There 
is often truth in their remarks, though made un- 
der the influence of an unkind feeling ; and their 
very rancour and bitterness may be turned to 
good account. And, at any rate, the animosity 
of such is far less dangerous than the seductive 
flattery of the selfish and insincere. From their 
society no advantage can be gained, but much 
evil may result. It appears, therefore, that from 
every circumstance in life you may learn some- 
thing that may be of service to you ; and that 
you may be always increasing your knowledge, 
and practically applying it to the duties of life. 

And now, in conclusion, I ask you to recon* 
sider the various subjects which have been 
brought before you. I have admitted that many 
servants go out into the world under great disad^ 
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vantages, with scarcely any preparation for the 
duties of their station. But I have reminded you 
that, however uninstructed you might be, God 
has provided you with an infallible standard of 
duty in the Bible, in which you, as servants, are 
fully taught the nature and spirit of your duties. 
When you enter into an agreement as a servant, 
you are responsible to your heavenly, as well as 
your earthly, Master. Take care that you act so 
as to please God, and secure the approbation of 
your conscience. 

I have endeavoured to impress upon your mind 
the value of a good charactevy and pointed out the 
way in which you may secure it. Never be in- 
different to this. Your respectability, if not your 
bread, depends upon it. A good character is a 
treasure to any servant ; while the loss of it will 
involve her in poverty and shame. 

And, further, I have directed you to religion^ 
as the only source of true happiness. Whatever 
respect you may secure in consequence of your 
activity, ability, and integrity, you can only find 
satisfaction in loving and serving your God and 
Saviour. On that important matter, I hope you 
have already decided. You have abandoned the 
service of the world and sin ; and in a denial of 
yourself, and a taking up of the cross, you are re- 
solved to follow Christ. Having passed the strait 
gate, let me exhort you to walk in the narrow 
way which leadeth unto life. You have tried the 
pleasures of sin, and proved them vain and delu^ 



68 OUR SBBYAIfTS. 

give: yon will find it better to suffer afflictioB 
with the people of God, knowing that there is a 
final recompense of reward. 

Take care where you take up your abode. 
Always give the preference, if yon have a choice, 
to a place in a religious family. There are fami- 
lies so worldly and so wicked, that you ought on 
no account to enter them ; yet, if your lot should 
ever be cast among those who are not followers of 
the Saviour, be mind^l to witness a good confess- 
ion. This you can only do by a life consistent 
with the religion you profess. Live with your 
fellow-servants in peace. In seascms of domestic 
sickness, do all in your power to diminish the 
burden of suffering and trial : unkindness and 
incivility, at such times, are cruel inflictions. 

I have now briefly touched on those matters on 
which I have offered the best and most suitable 
advices in my power. I press them on your se- 
rious and careful attention. I have aimed at 
your profit. I am fully aware of your trials, 
dangers, and disadvantages ; and this is not the 
least, that when perplexed, you have so seldom a 
judicious adviser at hand. Those to whom you 
are most disposed to listen are generally the most 
incompetent to guide you ; while those who are 
best qualified you regard with distrust. The 
question is not what advice pleases you the best, 
but what advice is best for you to follow. 

And now it only remains that I should com* 
mend you to God, and to His grace, praying 
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that you may be willing to be guided by His 
counsel ; and that, in every period of your life, 
acknowledging Him in all your ways, He may 
direct your paths, and finally bring you to a city 
of habitation. And with this prayer, I bid you 

FABRWELL. 



XHB BKD. 



P. P. THOKs, puirnEm, 1^ warwiol-squarb. 
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